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FOREST AREA IN MISSOURI COUNTIES 


Tn 59}, Missouri's forests occupied 15.3 million acres 
or 34.5 percent of the State's total land area. All but 
about 320,000 acres of this forest land is capable of pro- 
ducing commercial timber. 


Three Missouri counties--Shannon, Texas, and Reynolds-- 
contain more than 400,000 acres of forest land each. Shannon 
with 517,200 forest acres leads all other counties. Only 
five counties have less than 25,000 acres of woodland each. 
Worth County in the northwestern corner of the State has the 
least forest cover, 16,200 acres. 


Forests occupy more than 75 percent of the total land 
area in each of six Missouri counties, all located in the 
heavily forested Eastern Ozarks Region. Ten counties are 
less than 10 percent forested. The forest area in each 
county ranges from 6.7 percent in Pemiscot to 85.4 percent 
in Carter. 


The total forest acreage of the State as a whole has 
increased only slightly since 1947 when the first compre- 
hensive forest inventory of Missouri was conducted. How- 
ever, significant changes have occurred in several counties 
and in certain regions of the State. Forest acreage has 
increased in 64 counties and decreased in 49. Forest area 
has increased in the sparsely forested Northern Prairie 
Region where many acres of idle cropland and pastureland 
have reverted to forest. On the other hand, forest area 
has decreased sharply because of extensive land clearing 
for agriculture in the alluvial flatlands of southeastern 
Missouri. 


: Total forest as ; Change in total 


: @ percents of 


Forest land area 1 


Commercial2/* 


: forest land area 


: since 1947. 


M Acres 


Non- 


Total 
M Aeres 


County 


: total land area 


: commercial3 


Percent 


Percent 


M Acres 


M Acres 


—eeeeen SS 


CO Uo) MONG UO Heel se tise ne) QO) © POINT UN OD LWVD IN=tIO M1 oC 
UL = OD OV LPO st CU CU 6 st ES a eae lal alae ee ah ot 
dat in wa 4 de 

earn cele eee a (ee ei ETE fy reel 


NN NO tid Mr) INT O © MIM N= 1) OMA © UN ONO Ft Pinna 2D AMA, 


1 
DM AT GO Din [oqo =O Je9 VQ) & 1.0 Nol sokcodn he) 00, st 9.00 
in ree (al ae ral ov) al rig a 
ety oft USAR fa ere i arpa RM Fees pa [a Fi [iu age ge ATMs Pa ' 


DOUODOIHN+ dA OOM PPM O = mM ODO +N Ah mt \O ON 


oaoed Aun Ast iNN [nN ODO Ff  atloy Foy IAD 8 I INIT? O Ea 


Nad a min tO NIAC It MIO A oO) ON LOOM et AIM =p 0 at PIN ed OVP ed 
” O ql 4 SI rie — LA —t N oe) NM 


> keV Tl en lin ee) co) er De eaN i co La Gaye Le) oh is aaa) Uy ats CoN co a k te) Oy 
Rok} AS RES SY ASA SSS NAO MIN WINnNAIEe+ dO cay ane ie} 
NOE. St UOT pany, Os a) O LINO ron a ours 


[aN fa) fo fo fom) Soe ale 
of eR aa ty NSA) el OA aT IEA AC aR] eeca ce 
SAAR RASS cho As ese Ashes HAS ARNON OS 

fat} fatmay| fal How fat} re 
3 
1D) 
rm 
. i ; 
5 a o de |i Sele te lee eae 
=F Ned qd a2 BO) moi ty ae ie) H¥ Oo ulin a Qed 
H On @& On On Ww or od WO Oo Ww ula wo Md ++ oo rd 
aoe PEE CE PPEE rE EEPe Er PERE EE EEE 
GHP e Mass oasdad sods aoe sada Sk Rw g|g eae 


MON rtauo rc Pring DOO NIN Coo) It uni = = =t = 


lodame ~ OV 
[tal] ae ca dina CNB 100 [al O Sig Papod esated R 
[Pea LEG se feo et el fea + 1+) ieee (Peer Oy era (Tiger eer mua 


° e 8 (me ) e «¢ 

OH lINnndmMo ali mat af qo OW HAwOwo mM 
pa Cuetien tee a eis a et 

(+ 8 tit ts Pte +it b+ Gi SEB fe TE eR | es te A Pet eo 


2 1) 1) ON MIEN © = 1/0 ON P= ONO PUN IND Ly b- QO 0 LN WM ONC 


ANMAMO mdi OUD THA AAM Ado dit atho 
SES FS Odd 2% Fo SNe ANd pa eet ee ary ee 


fac Wy OFM =F cO - MQ] 0 + LY dod M wy YOO NNMO AN 


Ne} a ~ aa) Sse = t ON 


Py ONO OF) 09 NY At LO =p O MO) Mid ONO) IN tO Mt IN = orm c 


am Ce ae oa ee ee Teen a Fee Se (ent tel ye od oe ay 


lon on avo JERG AOS ISE Ra Ads od 
at} 


A 


¢ 78 HS Oe Ads And HEI ROE AY Atk Sd AA 
mn qt N Nd 


q 
r+3) 4 rtd) @) 
Le] re ie} »> wo od 
Shoma ff Su & sox] 4 Od Suc 
4 c 4) na 
fe) Po “A fe) oF OT o> ol/u 0 +sia novo @d 
oy vo Pee g] 8 cM Bes Re fei 8 Bo Bia ee 
HS Pibreicid Prien Ge ge Gere Pe ier 
Oo hp bt oe ey 4 Ry Nee Bi 483 HHS s S = 


35. 


: Total forest as : Change in total 
County : : ] : Non- : &@ percent of : forest land area 
‘i ° : total land area : since 1947 


M Acres M Acres M Acres Percent M Acres Percent 
Miller 194.3 181.3 13.0 50.3 ~22.7 -10.5 
Mississippi 32.2 pul 1.0 12.2 -26.8 -\5 4 
Moniteau 68.3 68.1 Re) 25.5 +13.3 +2), 2 
Monroe 66.6 65 12 15.6 + 7.6 +12.9 
Montgom AED) 97-3 2 28.6 RalsS - 1.5 
Morgan 9 191.9 TLZO 53.2 10.1 a ES 
New Madrid hh .O 43.9 oi! 10.1 -30.0 -hO.5 
Newton 159.5 158.1 ae 39.6 +28.5 +21.8 
Nodaway 50.4 50.2 <2 9.0 +164 +48 2 
Oregon 358.4 356.0 2.4 qauat + 6.4 + 1.8 
Osage 199.9 190.5 ° leah -13.1 Gee 
Ozark 335 0D 322.8 12.7 69.9 -18.5 - 5.2 
Pemiscot 20.9 20.9 -- 6.7 = Ona! -30.3 
Perry 100.1 99.8 3 32.9 =10 9 - 9.8 
Pettis 64.7 64.3 alt 14.9 + 9.7 +17.6 
Phelps in ae eS ey eS) 5 59.9 -14-.6 = 503 
Pike 109.9 108.3 16 25.2 Sy Spal - 5.3 
Platte 48.6 48.4 32 18.3 +16.6 +51.9 
Polk 127.3 120.4 6.9 31.0 +16.3 +14.7 
Pulaski 222.7 212.4 10.3 630 + 7.7 + 3.6 
Putnam ie Bly i 5319) || oe 16.3 + 5.1 +10.4 
Ralls 56.7 56.5 re 18.5 Ses: = ed 
Randolph Sich 5322 12 17.2 - 5.6 - 9.5 
Ray 56.6 56.4 2 15 +10.6 +23.0 
Reynolds 431.6 418.9 Tey | 82.0 Sais se 
Ripley 306.8 304.9 1.9 15.20 +17.8 + 6.2 
Saint Charles 86.6 86 4 “2 2h... Ont - 2.7 
Saint Clair 175.6 166.1 9.5 39.2 + 6.6 + 3.9 
Sainte Genevieve 167.9 165 .3 26 52.5 ~15.1 = 8.3 
Saint Francois 151.5 150.0 5 51.8 shed S 7 
Saint Louis 65.9 66.5_ 2h 19.3 6.9 +11.1 
Saline 60.9 60.1 8 12.5 +13.9 +29.6 
Schuyler 2h .6 2h 5 ent 12.6 + 2.6 +11.8 
Scotland 39.7 39.6 al V4.1 +13.7 +52.7 
Scott 2h 2 24.1 a: 9.0 - 5.8 -19.3 
Shannon BLT .e | 51209 13 80.9 - 7.0 S15 
Shelby hh 8 hh 6 1 13.9 es =1o.2 
Stoddard 82.4 82.3 pa 15.4 -46.6 -36.1 
Stone 189.0 186.8 2.2 58.0 + 6.0 + 3.3 
Sullivan 60.6 60.4 2 Wh.5 +23.6  +63.8 
aneyarr le vay: 309.5 HineoLes: mks omg il 7S ol a Baile ee ee al 
Texas 479.1 475.2 3.9 63.3 - 9.9 - 2.0 
Vernon 87.5 87.0 5 16.3 + 9.5 +12.2 
Warren 126.1 125.8 3 46.0 - 4.9 - 3.7 
Washington 352.9 349.5 Biel 72.6 a eal - 3.3 
Wayne 370.4 366.7 ha By ¢ 79.0 ra rae | 
Webster TE 160.2 m5 42.8 - oar = ee bea ¢ 
Worth 16.2 al pal sl 9.5 -1.8 -10.0 
Wright 235.1 233.1 2.0 3.7 FAD A ee 
State total 15, 296.3 14,976.9 319.4 34.5 $109 53) iia ol 


1/ Forest land includes areas at least 10 percent stocked with species of forest trees 
_ that are capable of producing timber or other wood products, as well as land from which the 
| trees have been removed to less than 10 percent stocking, as long as this land has not been 
developed for other uses. The minimum size of tract recognized as forest is 1 acre; the 
minimum width for a wooded strip is 120 feet. 

2/ Commercial forest land includes forest land that is producing, or is physically cap- 
able of producing, usable crops of industrial wood (usually saw logs and pulpwood but exclud- 
ing fuelwood). Commercial forest land is available or prospectively available, and not 
withdrawn from timber utilization. 

3/ Noncommercial forest land includes forest land that qualifies as commercial forest 
but is withdrawn from timber utilization through statute, ordinance, or administrative order 
such as state parks or forest land that is incapable of yielding a stand averaging at least 
one saw log per tree. 
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This forest area information resulted from a compre- 
hensive resurvey of Missouri's forest resources which was 
completed through the combined efforts of the Forest 
Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the School 
of Forestry of the University of Missouri, and the Missouri 
Conservation Commission. The T. J. Moss Tie Company also 
assisted with the survey in certain areas. The University 
of Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station is publishing 
regional statistical reports covering this resurvey. The 
Central States Forest Experiment Station will publish an 
analytical report for the State as a whole. 


David A. Gansner, research forester 
Columbus, Ohio 
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